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A - Cﬂassiﬁcmion:‘

';President' The Search for the Murderers of John E Kennedy,i
,.offered a crltlcal appralsal of Lee Harvey Oswald's travel
T-through Western Europe prlor to hlS appearance in Moscow l
hwon,October_lG, 1959,. Anson expressed partlcular concernv
over the’issuance ofva Soviet tourist visa in Helslnki,ll
Finland to Oswald prlor to his entry into the Sov1et Unlon;
‘Anson wrote that "/o,/n Monday, October 12, Oswald went
.to the Sov1et Consulate and applled for a v1sa._ It was

,granted two days later. (Anson, p. 159)7 Anson concluded*

< -

A" (This form is to be used for - material exfracted

from ClA———confrolled documents.)

HELSINKI

Robert S. Anson, author of "They ve Kllled the

-

;/

Oswald also managed to secure a Soviet
visa in record time. The CIA told the
Commission that under ordinary circum-—

"~ stances obtaining a visa in Finland
took one or two weeks; Oswald got his -
in two days. (Ibid., p. 160)* - -

* Anson was referring to the Warren Comm1331on Report where 1t
is stated- Lo s -

‘ The Department of State has adVLSed the Commission -
_that it has some information that in 1959 it usually
" took an American tourist in Helsinki 1 to 2 weeks to
- obtain a visa, and that it has other information that
- the normal waiting period during the past 5 years has
" been a week or less.  According to the Department's
information, the waiting period has always varied fre-
guently and widely, with one confirmed instance in 1963
“of a visa routinely issued in less than 24 hours. The
Central Intelligence Agency has indicated (continued)

ori1ier
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Thus, the issue has arisen whether Oswaldfé‘rééeipt

of a Soviet visa prior to his entry into the Soviet Union

was an "odd happening" as Anson characterized'it; circum-
stantial evidence tending to show that Oswald had received

special assistance in-order to enter the Soviet Union. .

«ff DPuring the‘course of'its:ihvestigatiOn the»WarreﬁfCommiSsiOﬁ
.‘shared Anson's concerns.: In a letter to the CIAkdated‘May ”'
25; 1964 J.~Lee.Rankin~inqﬁirea about the appafeht speédv
with Whibh‘Oswald'svspvfét.viSa was-issﬁéd:; RankinJﬁoted _

' that he had recently spoken with Abraham Chayes of the

o . N - :
- State Department whc contended”at the time Oswald received
4 his visa to enter Russia from the Soviet Embassy @t Helsinki,

-+at least one week ordinarily transpired between the time

-of a touriét's application°for a visa and the issuance of

FRSTISA SN

* (continued from previous page) : - R ~ ;
_that visas during the 1964 tourist season.were being granted
in about 5 to 7 days. o o : '

This information from the Department of State and the Central .
Intelligence Agency thus suggests that Oswald's wait for a
visa may have been shorter than usual but not beyond the
range of possible variation. 'The prompt issuance of Oswald's
visa may have been merely the result of normal procedures,
due in part to the fact that the summer rush had ended.
It might also mean that Oswald was unusually urgent in his
demands that his visa be issued promptly. Oswald himself
told officials at the American Embassy in Moscow on October
31, when he appeared to renounce his citizenship, that he had
said nothing to the Soviets about defecting until he arrived:
in Moscow. In any event, the Commission has found nothing o
in, the ircumstances of Oswald's entry into the Soviet Union .
2031277 Classification: ' ; o
which indicates that he was at the time an agent for the
U.S.S.R. (WCR, p. 258)-c—mmm sy | ' |
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Rankin contended that 1f Chayes' assessment1

'the'visa.

‘was accurate, then Oswald's obtaining his tourlst visa . ;.v‘

1n from two to four days might have been very 51gn1f1canti;§Lr<ﬁkﬂkmh
. e s D

Rankln also stated that from CIA materlal supplled CIA, Py, |

‘P‘DP‘I ) l'w'tg :

“to the Warren Comm1ss1on, the Comm1551on had concluded

that Oswald arrived in Helsinki by plane from London on

Saturday, October 10, 1959, and that Oswald had recelved

October 14, 1959,

his Soviet tourist v1sa ‘on Wednesday,
5 VX f.’.tb';vg»..,] s

departlng by train for the Sov1et Unlon on October l

Rankln noted that the Commission was 1nterested in
5.’:\/15

learning whether Oswald dld in fact obtaln ‘his tourlst

¢
nefﬁal at that tlme fef—the

: . i"'i"\r;-é?
Scx;etfﬁmbecsy in—Hetsimki. (W€~letter—by—é——£ee—%an

chardﬂﬁelmsvhnnai.Zﬁlﬁ+_lidﬂax,lQ64)
The CIA responded‘tO“RankIn*S“requestwfor.lnformatlon ﬂﬁ“fﬁ

Coo v ot _g.)‘ i

on July 31, 1964 SR o L ’:-flﬂ
V (E;;hard/;;;ms wrote to Rankln that the Sov1et Consu—

late in Helsinki was able to issue a tranS1t v15a (valld for

-visa more qulckly than was

24 hours) to U S. bu51nessmen w1th1n five mlnutes but 1f a -:]ﬂ-g

- longer stay were 1ntended at least one week was needed to

process a visa appllcatlon and arrange lodglno through

* Assuming Oswald arrived in Helsinki on October 10, under normal
conditions the. earliest he would have been able toO apply for
"a Soviet tourist visa would have been the first worklng day

“ater October 12, i.e. October 12.

EER 2,

\
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INTOURIST. (Richard Helms to J. Lee Rankin, DDP4 3916, 31

July 1964) & second communlcatlon from Helms to Rankln SR

‘dated September 14, 1964 added that during the 1964 tourist - -

season, Soviet Consulates'in at least ‘some Western'Eﬁropean"

. CltleS issued Sov1et tourlst visas in from five tO seven

e+t

, days._CLettef#-of Rlchard Helms to J Lee Rankln, DDP4—4775,_;

14 September 1964)
In an effort to- resolve thlS 1ssue, the Commlttee
has rev1ewed aéézfﬂﬁﬁ&b flleﬁ maintained by the CIA whlch

sheds further llght on the c1rcumstances surroundlng issuance -

'..of Oswald s Soviet tourist visa.. Thg CIA file concerns

ﬁgregorg'Golub,.Soviet Consulrin_Helsinki at the time Oswald

I

was issued his tourist visa. (CIA Docsf@fHA—3939, 2 July'
1959, OCOA-3745, 21 April 1959, OFHA-4132, 9. October 59)

7fGolub S f11e reveals that ln addltlon to hJS Consular actl—'

AR R o ,,) Yo o

‘vities, he was‘belleved to ‘be-an’ offlcer of the Sov1et KGB..

/. (OCOW-2907, 26 June 1959, OFHW—2937, 21 September 1959)

Two CIA dlspatches from Hels1nk1 concernlng Golub

.are of partlcular 51gn1f1cance with regard to the tlme neces—
-rsary'for issuance of v1sas_to‘Amerlcans for travel_lnto the

iSoviet Union. .

The first dispatch records that,Golub_disclosed dur- - ..

ing a luncheon conversation that:

e R Classification:
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"Moscow had given him the authority to
. give Americans visas without prior appro-
-~ val from Moscow. He (Golub) stated that
. this would make his job much easier, and
as long as he was convinced the American
was "all rlght" he could give h1m a visa 'j./
in a matter of minutes...."* . - --_\/~
(OFHA-3962,, 17 July 1959) R

73 mrna.{ Y

| The second CIA Dlspatch dated October 9 l&ﬁr: one

Fday prior to Oswald's arrlval in He151nk1, 1llustrates:
E that Golub dld have the authorlty to 1ssue visas w1thout
fdelay. The Dlspatch dlscusses telephone contact between

Golub and hlS Consular counterpart at the Amerlcan Embassy

iln Helslnkl. In part the Dlspatch dlscloses. ‘”

"...Slnce‘that evenlng (September 4, 1959)
Golub has only phoned (the US consul) once
and this was on a business matter. Two
 Americans were in the Soviet Consulate at
the time and were applying for Soviet visas
thru (sic.) Golub. They had previously .
been in the American consulate inquiring
about the possibility of obtaining a Soviet
visa in one or two days. (The U.S. Consul) . -
advised them to go directly to Golub and
make their request, which they did. Colub
phoned (the U.S. Consul) to state that he
would give them their visas as soon as they -
made advance Intourist reservations. When .

they did this, Golub_immediatelv.gave-themn 7"‘
i i (OFHA-4132, 9 Oct. 1959)**

thelr visas.... y
i - crn?AAff a L faz ot

> The Dispatch. does not define the meanlng glven by Golub
-to the term "all right." - : _ T
%% Evidently, Oswald h d made arrangements with Intourlst because

"upon his arrival at Moscow railroad station on October 16, he
was met by an Intourist representatlve and taken to the Hotel

P - Classification:

7 : o Berlin where he reglstered as a student - (WC p. 691)
i 12 d o . : | Classified by derivation: A
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Thus, based upon these addltlonal two factors. :l>

 Golub's authorlty to issue visas to Amerlcans w1thout prior o

This
: approval from Moscow, and 2) a demonstratlon of ihe authorlty ai :
R LY NP I A/f;';'ﬂ” ok, ' . i
v approximately one month prior to Oswald S appearance at IR

Vthe Sov1et Embassy, the Commlttee has found that the avallablev

/ LN RPENE ’::

o T

ev1dence tends to support the conclusion that“Oswald s -

\'tourlst visa within two to four days after hlS appearancev

i

1

at the Sov1et Consulate, were‘somewhat suspect does not

warrant the bellef that Oswald s travel 1nto'the Sov1et

Union was assisted by others, particularly the Sov1ets. o

However, the possibility of assistance cannot be dlsmlssed

4
rj, . due to Golub s probable connectlon w1th the KGB and the
i L e ces S“/” » ‘
1ack of ether substantlve 1nformatlon_ayai&ab&e to deflnltely

R

conflrm that Oswald's visa was handled in a manner similar -

to that of the two Amerlcan students_yhgﬁbad entered the .

" Soviet Unlon w1th Golub s a551stance via Flnland.

l‘ - Classitied by‘ derivation:
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